Module Name

India's Independence Struggle

Lecture 1

The 1857 Mutiny
1.0

FIRST WAR OF INDEPENDENCE
The uprising, which seriously threatened British rule in India, has been called by many names by historians, including the
Sepoy Rebellion, the Great Mutiny, and the Revolt of 1857, however, many prefer to call it ‘India's first war of
independence’. Undoubtedly, it was the culmination of mounting Indian resentment towards British economic and social
policies over many decades. Until the rebellion, the British had succeeded in suppressing numerous riots and 'tribal' wars
or in accommodating them through concessions till the Great Mutiny in the summer of 1857, during the viceroyalty of Lord
Canning.

1.1

Causes

Rumors began in 1856 that the grease on the cartridges was made of a mixture of beef tallow and pork lard; eating cows,
of course, is forbidden in Hinduism, while consumption of pork is haram in Islam. Thus, in this one small change, the British
had managed to seriously offend both Hindu and Muslim troops. There were some additional causes also. Due to the British
policy of ‘Doctrine of Lapse’, adopted children were ineligible for their thrones. Based on this doctrine the British had
annexed a lot of princely states. This was an attempt to control succession in many of the princely states that were
nominally independent from the British.
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[Though the immediate cause of the Indian Revolt of 1857 was a minor change in the weapons used by the British East
India Company's troops, there were many other religious and economic causes because of which the rebellion spread like
wildfire. The East India Company upgraded to the new Pattern 1853 Enfield rifle, which used greased paper cartridges.
In order to open the cartridges and load the rifles, sepoys had to bite into the paper and tear it with their teeth.
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The British East India had
confiscated large amount
of land from the land
holders and redistributed
them to the peasants.
However, they had also
i mpo sed h eavy l an d
revenues on the peasant
community. This angered
both the peasants and
the landlords. Oudh was
par t ic u larl y
volat ile
because th ere were a
large number of sepoys
from Oudh and it directly
impacted their families.
The British reformist zeal
also had a contribution in
fomenting trouble. The
E as t I n di a C ompan y
forbade certain religious
practices and traditions,
including sati or widow
burning, to the outrage
o f m a ny Hi n d us . Th e
company also tried to
undermine the caste
system, which seemed
inherently unfair to post
E n l i g h t e n me n t B r i t i s h
sensibilities. In addition,
B ri t is h o ff i cers an d
mis sion arie s be gan to
preach Christianity to the
Hindu and Muslim sepoys
and c o nver s io n s had
started happening. The
Indians believed, quite
re as on abl y, t hat t he ir
reli gi on s were u nder
attack by the East India
Company.
Finally, Indians regardless of class, caste or religion felt oppressed and disrespected by the agents of the British East
India Company. Company officials who abused or even murdered Indians were seldom punished properly; even if they were
tried, they were rarely convicted, and those who were could appeal almost indefinitely. A general sense of racial
superiority among the British angered Indian across the country.
Economic policies of the British East India Company were also a cause for widespread and popular discontent. The peasants
suffered due to high revenue demands and the strict revenue collection policy. Artisans and craftsmen were ruined by
the largescale influx of cheap British manufactured goods into India which, in turn, made their handmade goods
uneconomical to produce. People who made a living by following religious and cultural pursuits lost their source of livelihood
due to the withdrawal of royal patronage caused by the displacement of the old ruling classes. A corrupt and unresponsive
administration added to the miseries of the people. Hence the reasons can be summarized as under:]

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
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Economic exploitation by the British
British Land Revenue laws, and Law and Order systems
British tendency to prove themselves superior as compared to Indian history
British policy of regional capture  Awadh's annexation and merger made the rulers angry
One of the immediate reasons was the poor state of the soldiers in the Army
The inclusion of the Enfield Rifle whose cartridges had animal fat thereby upsetting the religious sentiments of both
Hindus and Muslims, and
The fear of spread of Christianity.
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1.2

The Beginning of the Revolt
On 29 March 1857, an Indian sepoy of the 34 Regiment, Mangal Pandey, killed two British
officers on parade at Barrackpore. The Indian soldiers present refused to obey orders
and arrest Mangal Pandey. However, he was arrested later on, tried and hanged.
The news spread like wildfire to all cantonments in the country and very soon a countrywide
sepoy revolt broke out in Lucknow, Ambala, Berhampur and Meerut.
On 10 May 1857, soldiers at Meerut refused to touch the new Enfield rifle cartridges. The
soldiers, along with other civilians, went on a rampage shouting ‘maro firangi ko’ . They
broke open jails, murdered European men and women, burnt their houses and marched
to Delhi. Next morning, the appearance of the marching soldiers, in Delhi was a signal
to the local soldiers, who in turn revolted, seized the city and proclaimed the 80year
old Bahadur Shah Zafar, as the Emperor of India.
Mangal Pandey

Within a month of the capture of Delhi, the revolt spread to the different parts of the
country: Kanpur, Lucknow, Banaras, Allahabad, Bareilly, Jagdishpur and Jhansi. In the absence of any leader from their
own ranks, the insurgents turned to traditional leaders of Indian society. At Kanpur, Nana Sahebthe adopted son of last
Peshwa, Baji Rao IIled the forces. Rani Lakshmi Bai in Jhansi, Begum Hazrat Mahal in Lucknow and Khan Bahadur in Bareilly
were the others in command. However, apart from a commonly shared hatred for alien rule, the rebels had no political
perspective or a definite vision of the future. They were all prisoners of their own past, fighting primarily to regain their
lost privileges. Unsurprisingly, they proved incapable of ushering in a new political order. John Lawrence rightly remarked
that 'had a single leader of ability arisen among them (the rebels) we would have been lost beyond redemption'.
1.3

Spread of the Revolt
The epicenters of the Revolt of 1857 were at Delhi, Kanpur, Lucknow, Bareilly, Jhansi,
and Arrah in Bihar. At Delhi the nominal and symbolic leadership belonged to the Emperor
Bahadur Shah, but the real command lay with a Court of Soldiers headed by General
Bakht Khan who had led the revolt of the Bareilly troops and brought them to Delhi. In
the British army he had been an ordinary subedar of artillery. The court consisted of ten
members, six from the army and four from the civilian departments. All decisions were
taken by a majority vote. The court conducted the affairs of the state in the name of
the 'Emperor The Government at Delhi'. However, Bahadur Shah Zafar's weak personality
and old age and his lack of leadership qualities created political weakness at the nerve
centre of the Revolt and resulted in a lot of damage to the rebellion.
At Kanpur Nana Sahib, the adopted son of Baji Rao II, the last Peshwa, led the revolt.
He expelled the English from Kanpur with the help of the sepoys and proclaimed himself
the Peshwa. At the same time he acknowledged Bahadur Shah as the Emperor of India
Nana Sahib
and declared himself to be his Governor. The chief burden of fighting on behalf of Nana
Sahib fell on the shoulders of Tatya Tope, one of his most loyal servants. During the siege
of Kanpur, forces loyal to Nana Saheb launched an attack on the British forces holed up in the area. Eventually, many
British army personnel were taken prisoner or killed (These killings later on became an excuse for the British to commit
largescale massacres of civilian populations in several centres of revolt, including Delhi). By the time British forces reached
Kanpur, Tatya Tope and Nana Saheb had left the city. But the 1857 rebellion was not over yet. Tatya Tope continued
to fight against a far superior British army. By November 1857, he had gathered a substantial force, many of them rebels
from Gwalior, and tried to retake Kanpur in an audacious bid. It was a bloody fight but the East India Company's forces
emerged victorious. The Kanpur phase of the rebellion was effectively over.
Tatya Tope regrouped, at one stage joining hands with the legendary queen of Jhansi
Rani Laxmi Bai, who was finally killed in battle.
He continued his guerilla campaign against the British for more than a year by aligning
and realigning with various smaller rajas. He fought against the British near Sanganer, by
the river Banas, and at Chotta Udaipur, among other places, quickly regrouping after
every battle. Yet, with the rebellion firmly put down in most of north and central India,
it was only a matter of time before the British, with their formidable military capabilities,
would get hold of the last of the rebels, including Tatya Tope. Besides, Tatya Tope's forces
had scattered and dwindled. According to mainstream historical accounts, he was finally
captured in April 1859 after being betrayed by an aide, and executed by the British on
18 April, following a short military trial.
Tatya Tope
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Nana Sahib was defeated at Kanpur. Defiant to the very end and refusing to surrender, he escaped to Nepal early in
1859, never to be heard of again.
At Lucknow Begum Hazrat Mahal proclaimed her young son, Birjis Kadr, as the Nawab of Awadh and led the revolt. Helped
by the sepoys at Lucknow, and by the zamindars and peasants of Awadh, the Begum organised an allout attack on the
British. Compelled to give up the city, the latter entrenched themselves in the Residency building. In the end, the seige
of the Residency failed, as the small British garrison fought back with exemplary fortitude and valour.
One of the great leaders of the Revolt of 1857, and perhaps one of the greatest heroines of Indian history was the young
Rani Lakshmibai of Jhansi.
In 1842, Manikarnika as she was named by her parents was married to the Maharaja of Jhansi Raja Gangadhar Rao and
was thereafter named Lakshmibai, a name which would go down in history and earn great respect. In 1851, the couple
had a baby boy who they named Damodar Rao, but unfortunately the baby died when he was only four months old.
Following the death of their infant son, the Raja and Lakshmibai adopted the son of Gangadhar Rao's cousin, named Anand
Rao and renamed him Damodar Rao. This adoption was witnessed by a British political officer. Raja Gangadhar Rao also
gave a letter to the British officer requesting them to give Lakshmibai the government of Jhansi for the rest of her life.
The Raja died in November 1853 and the British, under Governor General, Lord Dalhousie applied the Doctrine of Lapse,
stating that they would not recognize the adopted child as the legal heir of the Raja and would hence annex Jhansi to
British territory. In reaction of the unfairness on the part of the British regarding her territory, Lakshmibai consulted a
British lawyer and appealed for the hearing of her case in London. This appeal was turned down. The British seized the
state jewels of Jhansi and, in 1854, gave Lakshmibai a pension of Rs.60,000 and ordered her to leave her palace and
the fort. She moved into a place called Rani Mahal, which has now been converted into a museum.
After being expelled from her palace, Lakshmibai was firm about protecting Jhansi from British annexation. Lakshmibai
began securing her position and formed an army of both men and women who were given military training in fighting a
battle.
The young Rani then decided to throw in her lot with the rebels, she fought valiantly at
the head of her troops. Tales of her bravery and courage and military skill have inspired
her countrymen ever since. Driven out of Jhansi by the British forces after a fierce battle
in which "even women were seen working the batteries and distributing ammunition", she
administered the oath to her followers that "with our own hands we shall not our Azadshahi
[independent rule] bury". She captured Gwalior with the help of Tatya Tope and her
trusted Afghan guards. Maharaja Sindhia, loyal to the British, made an attempt to fight
the Rani but most of his troops deserted to her. Sindhia sought refuge with the English
at Agra.
On June 16th 1858, General Rose's forces annexed Morar. On June 17th of the same year,
near Phool Bagh in Gwalior, British troops under Captain Heneage fought Indian forces
being commanded by Lakshmibai as they were trying to leave the area. Lakshmibai dressed
as a man in a Sowar's uniform, completely armed on horseback, with her infant son tied
Rani Laxmi Bai
to her back, began attacking the British troops. The British attacked back and Lakshmibai
was grievously wounded. Since she did not want her body to be captured by the British she told a hermit to cremate
her. Upon her death on June 18th 1858, her body was cremated as per her wishes. Three days after the death of
Lakshmibai, the British captured the Fort of Gwalior.
The chief organiser of the Revolt in Bihar was the 80 year old Kunwar Singh, a ruined and discontented zamindar of
Jagdishpur near Arrah. He was perhaps the most outstanding military leader and strategist of the Revolt. Maulavi
Ahmadullah of Faizabad was another outstanding leader of the Revolt. He was a native of Madras where he had started
preaching armed rebellion. In January 1857 he moved towards the north to Faizabad where he fought a largescale battle
against a company of British troops sent to stop him from preaching sedition. When the general revolt broke out in May,
he emerged as one of its acknowledged leaders in Awadh.
The greatest heroes of the Revolt were, however, the sepoys, many of whom displayed great courage in the field of
battle and thousands of whom unselfishly laid down their lives. More than anything else, it was their determination and
sacrifice that nearly led to the expulsion of the British from India. In this patriotic struggle, they sacrificed even their
deep religious prejudices.
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Year

2.0

Movement/Mutiny (1764  1857)

1764

Mutiny of sepoys in Bengal

1766

Chuar and Ro Rising in Chhotanagpur and Singbhum regions where the Chaur, Ho and Munda tribes revolted till 1772
due to famine, enhanced demands and economic privation

1770

Sanyasi Revolt

1806

Vellore Mutiny

1817

Bhil movement in the Western Ghats

1822

Ramosi Rising under the leadership of Chittar Singh

1824

Mutiny of sepoys of the 47th Regiment at Barrackpore

1828

Ahoms Revolt against the Company for nonfulfilment of pledges after the Burmese War 1829. First Koli Rising against
dismantling of forts of independent Koli tribes

1831

Kol Rising of Chhotanagpur against the transfer of land from heads of kol tribesmen to outsiders

1833

Khasi Rising in the hilly region of Jaintia and Garo hills. The revolt was lead by Tirath Singh, the ruler of Nunklow and
resented by Khasis in the region

1838

Farazi Movement under the leadership of Titu Mirit later merged into the Wahabi Movement

1839

Second Koli rising

1844

Third Koli rising

1844

Surat Salt Agitation against raised salt duty

1844

Mutiny of the 34th Native Infantry

1844

Kolhapur and Savantvadi Revolts

1849

Mutiny of the 22nd Native Infantry

1850

Mutiny of the 66th Native Infantry

1852

Mutiny of the 37th Native Infantry

1855

Santhal rebellion in the Rajmahal hills region of Bihar

1857

Revolt of sepoys of 3rd Cavalry at Meerut and later mutinies in Punjab, Mathura, Lucknow, Bareilly, Shahjahanpur,
Kanpur, Banaras, Jhansi, Allahabad and many other places in North India

WEAKNESSES OF THE REVOLT AND THE FINAL END
The Revolt of 1857 covered a wide territory and was very popular. However it could not
embrace the entire country or all the groups and classes of Indian society. South India
and most of Eastern and Western India remained relatively calm. Rulers of many Indian
states and the big zamndars refused to join in. On the contrary they gave active help
to the British in suppressing the Revolt. In fact, only about one percent of the chiefs of
India joined the Revolt. GovernorGeneral Canning later remarked that these rulers and
chiefs "acted as the breakwaters to the storm which would have otherwise swept us in
one great wave". Though the popular feeling in Madras, Bombay, Bengal and the Western
Punjab favoured the areas remained relatively calm.
Most of the propertied classes were either cold towards the rebels or actively hostile to
them. Even many of the taluqdars (big zamindars) of Awadh, who had joined the Revolt,
abandoned it once the Government gave them an assurance that their estates would be
returned to them. This made it very difficult for the peasants and soldiers of Awadh to
sustain a prolonged guerrilla campaign.

Bahadur Shah Zafar

The moneylenders who were the chief targets of the villagers' attacks were naturally hostile to the Revolt. The merchants,
too, gradually became unfriendly. The rebels were compelled to impose heavy taxation on them in order to finance the
war or to seize their stocks of foodstuffs to feed the army. The merchants often hid their wealth and goods and refused
to give free supplies to the rebels. The zamindars of Bengal which were a creation of the British remained loyal. Moreover,
the hostility of Bihar peasants towards their zamindars frightened the Bengal zamindars. Similarly, the big merchants of
Bombay, Calcutta and Madras supported the British because their main profits came from foreign trade and economic
connections with the British merchants.
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The modern educated Indians were repelled by the rebels appeals to superstitions and their opposition to progressive social
measures. The educated Indians wanted to end the backwardness of their country. They mistakenly believed that the
British rule would help them accomplish these tasks of modernisation while the rebels, led by zamindars, old rulers and
chieftains and other feudal elements, would take the country backward. It took them many more decades to realize that
foreign rule was incapable of modernising the country and that it would instead impoverish it and keep it backward.
The revolutionaries of 1857 proved to be more farsighted in this respect and had a better and better instinctive
understanding of the evils of foreign rule and of the necessity to get rid of it. However unlike the educated intelligentsia
they could not realize that the country had fallen prey to foreigners precisely because it had stuck to rotten and outmoded
customs, traditions and institutions. They failed to see that national salvation lay not in going back to feudal monarchy
but in going forward to a modem society, a modern economy, scientific education and modern political institutions. In any
case, it cannot be said that the educated Indians were antinational or loyal to a foreign regime. As events after 1858
were to show, they were soon to lead a powerful and modern national movement against British rule.
The lack of unity among Indian's was perhaps unavoidable at this stage of Indian history. Modern nationalism was yet
unknown in India. Patriotism meant love of one's small locality or region or at most one's state. AllIndia interests and
the consciousness that these interests bound all Indians together were yet to come. In fact, the Revolt of 1857 played
an important role in bringing the Indian people together and imparting to them the consciousness of belonging to one
country.
In the end, British imperialism, with a developing capitalist economy and at the height of its power the world over, and
supported by most of the Indian princes and chiefs, proved militarily too strong for the rebels. The British Government
poured immense supplies of men, money and arms into the country, though Indians had later to repay the entire cost
of their own suppression.
History has shown us time and again that sheer courage cannot win against a powerful
and determined enemy who has planned every step. The rebels were dealt an early blow
when the British captured Delhi on 20 September 1857 after prolonged and bitter fighting.
The aged Emperor Bahadur Shah was taken prisoner. The Royal Princes were captured
and butchered on the spot. The Emperor was tried and exiled to Rangoon where he died
in 1862, lamenting bitterly the fate which had buried him far away from the city of his
birth. With this came to an end the great house of Mughals which had lost much of its
greatness after Aurangzeb.
With the fall of Delhi the focal point of the Revolt disappeared. The other leaders of the
Revolt carried on toe brave but unequal struggle, with the British mounting a powerful
offensive against them. John Lawrence, Outram, Havelock, Neil, Campbell, and Hugh
Rose were some of the British commanders who earned military fame in the course of this
campaign. One by one, all the great leaders of the Revolt fell.

John Lawrence

By the end of 1859, British authority over India was fully reestablished, but the Revolt had not been in vain. It is a
glorious landmark in our history. Though it was a desperate effort to save India in the old way and under traditional
leadership, it was the first great struggle of the Indian people for freedom from British imperialism. It paved the way for
the rise of the modem national movement.
The heroic and patriotic struggle of 1857, and the series of rebellions preceding it, left an unforgettable impression on
the minds of the Indian people, established valuable local traditions of resistance to British rule, and served as a perennial
source of inspiration in their later struggle for freedom. The heroes of the Revolt soon became household names in the
country, even though the very mention of their names was frowned upon by the rulers.
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Answer key (DPQ) – The 1857 Mutiny
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Subaltern Movements of 19th and 20th Centuries

Tribal Movements
Name of the
Movement

Area Affected

Year

Leader(s)

Chuars

Nanbhum and
Barabhum (West
Bengal)

1768, 1832

Not available

Defiance of the British authority by Chuars; suppression of the revolt by
the British through use offeree as well as conciliatory measures

Bhils

Khandesh
(Maharashtra)

1818, 1848

Not available

Beginning of revolt of Bhils with the British occupation of khandesh
and their defiance of the British for 30 years; final suppression through
military operations combined with conciliatory measures

Hos

Singhbhum and Chota
Nagpur

1820,1822, 1832

Not available

Occupation of Singbhum by the British and revolt of the Hos, its
suppression after extensive military operations; their revolt again in
1832

Kolis

Sahyadri Hills (Gujarat 1824,1828, 1839, and
and Maharashtra)
18441848

Not available

Repeated revolts of Kolis and their final suppression after the capture
of all their leaders

Course of the Movement and Consequence

Khasis

Khasi hills (Assam and
Meghalaya)

18291832

Tirut Singh and Bar
Manik (Chiefs of
Nounklowand Molim,
respectively)

Singphos

Assam

18301839

Not available

Suppression of 1830 revolt by Captain Neufville; murder of Colonel
White (British political Agent of Assam) by Singhphos in 1839 but
ultimately defeated by the British

Kols

Chota Nagpur
(Jharkhand)

18311832

Buddoo Bhagat

Suppression of the revolt after extensive military operations by the
British and death

Koyas

Khonds

Rampa Region
1840,1845, 1848, 1861
Alluri Sitaramaraju
(Chodavarn in Andhra
1862, 18791880
Pradesh)
Khondmals (Orissa)

Unsuccessful attempts of the Khasis to drive away the British from their
territory

Repeated revolts of the koyas the major ones being the 18791880 and
19221924 revolts; capture and execution of Raju by the British in May
1924.

Chakra Bisayi

The first two revoltsled by Bisayi, were suppressed with great difficulty
by the British

18551856

Sidhu and Kanhu

Revolt of Santhals and establishment of their own government (July
1855); defeat of the British under Major Burrough by Santhals transfer
of the disturbed area to the military and final suppression of the revolt
by the end of 1856; creation of separate d

Revolt of Naikdas under Rupsingh in 1858 and conclusion of peace
between the British and Rupsing in 1859 their revolt again in 1868 and
establishment of a kingdom with Joria as the spiritual head and
Rupsing as temporal head; suppression of the revolt af

18461848

Santhals

Rajmahal Hills (Bihar)

Naikdas

Panch Mahals
(Gujarat)

18581859, 1868

Rupsing and Joria
Bhagat

Kacha Nagas
Mundas

Cacher (Assam) Chota
Nagpur

18821899 1900

Sambhudan Birsa
Munda

Foundation of a new religious sect by Birsa, with Singh Bonga as the
only true God. The British fears over Birsa's preachings among Mundas,
and arres and imprisonment of Birsa. Release of Birsa and revival of
his doctrine; revolt of Mundas and their atta

Bhils

Banswara and
Dungapur (southern
Rajasthan)

Govind Guru

It began as a purification movement but later developed into a political
movement; failure of their attempts to set up a Bhil Raj due to British
armed intervention

Oraons

Chotanagpur

Thadoe Kukis

Manipur
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Jatra Bhagat

1913
19141715

Jadonang and Rani
Gaidinliu 1917 1719
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Caste and Peasant Movements

Name

Year

Area

Leader

18911919

Travancore

C.V. Raman Pillai and K. Ramakrishna Pillai

Nadar Movement

1910

Tamil Nadu

—

Justice Movement

19151916

South India

C. N. Mudaliyar, T. M. Nair and P.T. Chetti

Self Respect Movement

1925

Tamil Nadu

E.V. Ramaswami Naicker (Periyar)

Ezhava Movement

1928

Kerala

Nanu Asan (Narayan Guru)

Satyashdhak Movement

1872

Maharashtra

Jyotiba Phule

Mahar Movement

1920

Maharashtra

B. R. Ambedkar

Kaivartas

1897

Midnapur (Bengal)

NA

Namshudras

1901

Faridpur (Bengal)

NA

Indigo Movement

18591860

Bengal

Dina Bandhu Mitra

Pabna Movement

18721885

East Bengal

Keshab Chandra Roy and Sambhunath Pal

1875

Maharashtra

—

18901900

Punjab

—

1917

Bihar

Gandhi, Rajendra Prasad, A. N. Sinha, J. B.
Kriplani, Mazharul Haq, and Mahadev Desai

Nair Movement

Deccan Riots
Punjab Peasant
Movement
Champaran Movement
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DAILY PRACTICE QUIZ
Module Name

Lecture 1

India’s Independence
Struggle

The 1857
Mutiny

¿ Suggested Time : 10 min
1.

2.

T o t a l q u e s t i o ns : 20

The Great Mutiny of 1857 broke out during the Governor
generalship of

7.

Which of the following were the grievances of the sepoys?
I.

Discrimination in payment and promotions.

(a)

Lord Wellesly

(b)

Lord Hardinge

II.

Mistreatment of the sepoys by the British officials.

(c)

Lord Dalhousie

(d)

Lord Canning

III.

Refusal of the British to pay batta while fighting in
remote regions.

The culmination of the traditional opposition to British rule
came with the Revolt of 1857, which started from

IV.

British Government’s order requiring the Sepoys to
serve overseas when required.

(a)

Allahabad

(b)

Pune

V.

(c)

Calcutta

(d)

Meerut

Encouragement given to Christian missionaries by
British army officers.

Choose the correct answer from the codes given below:
3.

4.

5.

6.

The 1857 revolt which began with the mutiny of the sepoys
(Indian soliders of the East India Company), commenced
from
(a)

26 January 1857

(b)

15 August 1857

(c)

10 May 1857

(d)

10 August 1857

8.

Consider the following statements associated with the great
uprising of 1857:

(a)

I, II and V

(b)

I, III and IV

(c)

II, III and V

(d)

All of them

Wh ich of th e f oll owi ng wer e t he gri eva nce s o f t he
conservative and orthodox sections of Indians?
I.

Protection and encouragement given to the Christian
missionaries by the British Government.

II.

R es ent men t agai ns t t h e s oc i al r efo r ms an d
humanitarian measures introduced by the British
Government.

I.

It was an organized revolt against the British.

II.

In this uprising, both Hindus and Muslims joined hands
against the British.

III.

III.

It was a conspiracy to restore supremacy of native
rulers of India.

British official policy of taxinglands belonging to
temples, mosques and charitable institutions.

IV.

Neglect of Indian culture by the British government.

(a)

I, II and III are correct

(b)

I and II are correct

(c)

II and III are correct

(d)

I and III are correct

In 1942, the Cripps Mission promised to grant
(a)

complete dominion status to India

(b)

selfgovernment in India

(c)

provincial government in India

(d)

interim government in India

Select the answer from the cdes given below:

9.

(a)

I, II and III

(b)

II, III and IV

(c)

I and III

(d)

II and IV

Which was the new Enfield Rifle with greased cartridges
introduced in the British Indain Army?
(a)

November 1856

(b)

December 1856

(c)

January 1857

(d)

February 1857

10. Which of the following statements about Mangal Pandey
are not correct?
I.

He was a sepoy in the 19th Native Infantry stationed
at Berhampur.

II.

In March 1857, he singlehandedly revolted and killed
two English officers.

III.

He made a futile attempt to commit suicide when he
realised the hopelessness of the situation.

IV.

He was executed by the British.

In which year was the Indian National Congress formed?
(a)

1835

(b)

1885

(c)

1901

(d)

1875

Choose the answer from the codes given below:

IC : PTiasIISL1 E

(a)

I and II

(b)

II and III

(c)

I and IV

(d)

I and III

(11) of (12)

11. What is the chronological sequence in which the following
places witnessed sepoy revolts?
I.

Naushera

II.

Delhi

III.

Meerut

IV.

Hoti Mardan

14. Who was the leader of Kanpur spearheading the revolt of
1857?
(a)
(c)

Khan Bahadur
Nana Saheb

(b)
(d)

Birjis Qadir
Kunwar Singh

Select the correct answer from the codes given below:
(a)

II, III, I and IV

(b)

III, II, I and IV

(c)

IV, III, II and I

(d)

I, III, IV and II

12. Which of the following statements about Kanpur during the
Revolt of 1857 are true?
I.

The besieged British surrendered to the rebels after a
few days of resistance.

II.

Despite Nana Saheb’s promise of safe conduct to
Allahabad, all the Englishmen were murdered by the
rebel sepoys while the former were leaving Kanpur in
boats.

III.

After a brief period of confinement, all the English
women and children were put to death by the followers
of nana Saheb.

IV.

The British, after defeating Nana Saheb, reoccupied
Kanpur in July 1857.

V.

The mutinous Gwalior regiment under Tantia Tope tried
to capture it from the British in November 1857, but
failed.

Choose the answers from the codes given below:
(a)

I, II, III and IV

(b)

I, II, IV and V

(c)

II, III, IV and V

(d)

I, III, IV and V

South India

(B)

North India

(C)

Central India

(D)

Western India

16. Which city was the main centre of revolt of 1857?
(a) Jhansi
(b) Oudh
(c) Champaran
(d) Bareilly
17. Which means was used by the Sepoys to convey messages
during the revolt of 1857?
(a) Chapatis and Lotus flowers
(b) Chapatis and lanterns
(c) Chapatis and Rose flowers
(d) Chapatis and lathis
18. Rani Laxmi Bai died during fighting at
(a) Gwalior
(b) Jhansi
(c) Indore
(d) Meerut

13. Which part of India was silent when the revolt of 1857
spread in India?
(A)

15. One of the effects of the Indian Revolt of 1857 on East
India Company was
(a) It was dissolved
(b) It was strengthened by increasing the number of
administrators
(c) Crown of England recognized it
(d) British Crown took it over.

19. Where did Nana Saheb finally escape after being defeated
and refusing to give in?
(a) Burma
(b) Myanmar
(c) Nepal
(d) Afghanistan
20. Who among the following refused to allow Rani Laxmi Bai's
son to succeed to the throne?
(a) General Dyer
(b) Lord Dalhousie
(c)

Lord Wellington

(d)

Lord Mountbatten

Please make sure that you m ark the answers in this scores heet with an HB pencil/pen.
The marking of answers must be done in the stipulated time for the test. Do not take extra time over and above the time limit.
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